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GOSHEN OPEN SPACE PLAN

REVISED 2001 BY
THE GOSHEN CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Introduction

The Goshen Plan of Development written in 1973defined Goshen as @ rural and
residential community as indicated in the following swement from that document: "It is
this rural character which that the residents wish to insure, The conseasus is thit Goshen
shoulsf remuin i residential community and tht it should preserve its present guite rural
atmosphere.” This overall objoctive was written inte the Open Space Plan of 1984 and is
stillapplicable wday.

The following pages cnumerate the present inventory of Goshen's natural resources.
This data has been updated from the original plan of 1984, It is presented as an
imformational aid to fotere planning.

Purpose

Our town continues 1o have & heritage of open space, clean water and clean air. We have
a growing residential base, thriving small busitesses and decreasing agricultural activity
from 17 years ago. Recteational oppertunities are readily available through use of ponds,
streams, open lands and f Action p Is contained in the 1984 Open Space Plan
were implemented in the Goshen Plan of Dcvelopmcm. thus providing the framework for
the maintenance of a quite rural atmosphere, The Conservation Cemmission has the
responsibility of analyzing the deveiopment and use of open space and making
recommendslions to the town throagh the Planning & Zoning Commission, This
document will portray where we are at the present time and contain action proposals o
protect and enhance the natyral resources of our town.

A majority of the recommendations of the 1984 Open Space Plan have been enacted
through local ordinances and land use regulations bringing use to where we ure 1oday.
This document will:

Update by map and defimtion those areas of Goshen designated as Open Space and
are of special recreational, historical, or natural resource, and

Proposed specific actions for implementition by various wwn bodics and residences
1o protect, enhance amd conserve these arcas as resources 1o the town.
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Definition of Open Space

Open space land'is defined in Seetion 12-107¢ of the General Statutes as * any aren of

land, including forest land, land designated as wetland under Section 22a-30 and nat

excluding farmland, the preseevation or restriction of the use of which weukl

1) maintain and enhance the conservation of natarl or scenic resources

2) peotect natural streams ar water supply

3) promote the conservation of soils, wetlands, beaches, or tidal marshes

4) cnhance the value to the public of abutting of neighboring parks, forests, wildlife
preserves, nalure reservations, sanciuaries or other open spaces

5) enhance public recreation opponunities

6) preserve histaric sites

7) promote vrderdy urhan and subucbin development

The Town of Goshen Planniag & Zoning Commission’s amendment of 1997 further
delines open space parametess as follows:

Whereas, the Town of Goshen Planning & Zoning Commission does hereby find and
recommend that the open and undeveloped ansas of the Town as defined below qualify
for designation as “open space land” in the Goshen Open Space Plan und the Goshen Plan
of Conservation and Develepment pursuant to the provisions of Cannecticut General
Statutes, Section 12:107¢.

Now therefore be it resolved by the Goshen Planning and Zoning Commission 10
amend the Goshen Open Space Plan and the Goshen Plan of Consecvation and
Development to designate the following arcas in the Town of Goshen as "open space land"
pursaant 1o the provisions of Connecticut General Statutes, Section 12-107¢:

“That portion af any fot or parcel of land in the Town of Goshen which is greater than the
Goshen Zoning Regulation requirement for minimum lot size for the Zoning District in
which the lot is located and is yndeveloped land**,

Two or more lots shanng & common boundary may be considered a3 a single lat for the
purpose of qualification as “open space " provided:

1. Not more than one of the lots is developed, and

2, The fots are under wentical common ownership.

**For the purposz of this section the teco "“undeveloped fand” shall mean land without
building(s) or any other man-made structire(s) (excluding dams, cemeteries) or active
mineral or earth extreaction activities,

The recommendations of the 1984 Open Space Plan have been enacted through local
ordinances and land use regulations. Pivetal was incorporation of preferential tax
assessment for qualified open space in acoord with Public Act 490, The data and mag
presenied in the following pages provides insight as to the present open space.
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Town Records State Records
State Administered Lands Acies Agres
Goshen Wildhife Management areu (Blue Cross). ... 4817 B4R.00
Mohawk State Forest (DEP)....iivviiiimmniieiiiainmnanmaer 13547285
Ivy Mountain State Park (DEP). 5125 50.00
Widhams Grove (DOT ). eeeveeerensreeeeaesesesrerimsesmnnans 105
Hall Meadow.,......vnvren . 2423

Dog Pend Boat Launch (DEP), . ... sosd lid 14
Tyler Lake Boat Launch (DEP}.... w007 0.25
West Side Pond Boat Launch (DEP). - .12 0.20
Long Swamp Easement.........oouuve.. . 1500
ABTIRAL BSEAIE. ..o eveovireevossreessreesesosssnsesiorasns 1888 118.547
TOTAL 263304
Water Company Lands
Winerbury Water Company........... e e | 441
Tormmgron Water COmMPANY. ..coivriiimrivmrmmmiramsiniemisn 3,936
TOTAL 4377
Educationa) Institt
BOy Scouts of AMERACE. «ivvvetrerirsiirviasirmmirasrerrraris 186.2

Action Wildlife (aiso shown under Vaill Farm)....... 98.28
TOTAL 28248

Commercial
Torrington Country Clubt ...y 148.79
WOOIHAGR LK, (ceesrrriiresssanrsessmnuperarsssnsensssnsanan 57
Goshen Agricultural Society (Faiegrounds).........oovo.r. 12136
Croft Propesty Audubon Society. ..o .0
Tomington Fish and Game Club......covviviiiiniiieiinn
Goshen Lantd TrISE o.uiemioniiaiesiansiimnaiessnessassn s 130.335
Goshen Land trust Easements 219
Woodridge Lake Sewer DIStct. ......ooooiciinninannnn 114.67
TOTAL 112337
i, own Owned La
East Street Soath Agwifer. SR Pk 5986
Camp COChIIINCE e« tsvetyvvrsiiwmmmesdsoicsintenh hhibpwss: gum 57.73
Land around town office and hibrary. PSR 4. |
COIE STROD.. 1 oss s oessinnitonirassayrodibassomsbustvanpiososs | bd 6,76
Cemetencs (except on Church and Water Co. property), 12,68
TR vy v W s 456 i vt g ki b9t by b 56.07

TOTAL 1967
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Agriculture Land Development Rights Purchased by State

955.16
490G Forest Land { as of 2001) 7293
490 Open Space { as of 2001) 1193
Farm Land (exclusive of state owned devel, rights) 3053

GRAND TOTAL  22485.8 acres
TOTAL ACRAGE INGOSHEN 29184 acres, 45.6 square miles
PERCENTAGE OF OPEN SPACE 77 %

The-enciosed open space map provides a visval representation of the aboye data.

Pleasc note: The acreage that can be considered as permanently locked into open space
status consists of 5463 acres or 18.7% of the total area of Goshen, The remaining 58% is
subject to change in open space status from the presest time,
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Goshen’s Natural Resonrces

The purpose of this Open Space Plan i1s-t0 present the people of Goshen a guide for
decision making in the future making in the future development of aur twwa in order to
preserve Goshen's quite and rural atmosphere. The town covers 45.6 square miles in the
center of Litehficki caunty and has a current population of approximately 2600 in 2001.
This is over a SO% increase in 17 years,

The following scctions detsil the resaurces that are imporeant (o the town,

Water Resources

The water resources of Goshen include the surface waters of lakes, streams, rivers and
wetlands and ground waters including their recharge sreas. We have four major
witegsheds: the Hollenbeck, Shepaug, Bantam and Naugatuck, Bedrock aquifers underlie
the entire town and stratified deift squifers occur in nine localized areas. Most domestic
waier supplies in Goshen are decived fram bedrock aquifess, which in some cases is
limited. More water is potentinlly svailable from strazified dnft squifers. Howevet,
testing will be required to determine quantity and quality, Goshen owns Jand with a
steatified drift aquifer adjacent 1 Bridgeport Hydraulic ground wells but has ao
municipal water system, Goshen is headwiiters Lo two public water sepply systems,
The Shepaug/Musshepaug watersheds contain surface water which serve Waterbury.
The west branch of the Naugatuck River serves the Tormngton arca:

Recreational activities such 2§ swimming. boating, skating and fishing are abundant and
accessible on Goshen waters, The state maintains public boat launchies on Tyler Lake,
West Side Pand, Dog Pond and Mohawk Pond. Recreational activity ix limited 1o hiking
by permit anly on Torrington Water Company property with lintle or no activity permitted
on water bodies contained therein,

Wetlands are critical 10 water quality. They act as nutrientand pollutamt fifters by cycling
the nutrients and trapping the pollutants and sediments. Wetlands also prevent storm
water damage by storing and retaining runoff. As an example, a ten acre marsh will
accommexiate 3 mitlion gallons of water for a one foat rise in water level. Wetlands
support abundant and diverse wildlife.

All wettand components in cach watershed are insportant. They contribute greatly to the
quality of Goshen's open space and 1o the guality of life in this area and surrounding
towns. It cases of water supply, maintaining excellent water guality is essential to protect
public bealth and safety and avoidance of mote costly treatment or liability for polluted
water, It is everyone’s responsibilizy to belp protect and maintain the quality of Goshen's
waler resouroes: As waler companies divest themsclves of lands that offer marginal or
minimal water source protection, there will be potential for addition apen space but enly
if it is acted upon in & timely and decisive manner.
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Bantum River Watershesd

The Bamam River watershed i Goshen encompasses 8750 acres starting from Ivy
Mountain i the northeast and West Side road/Rt. 63 atea in the center of wn amd
ending at the Torington and Litchfield town lines in the southeast comer of town, It
consists of two Jarpe branches, Ivy Mountain broak and the West branch of the Bantam
River. The sub-watershed of Ivy Mountain brook , Fox brook and the Bantum River have
u waterqualily claxsified ax Class A by the siate DEP, The 60 4cre swamp at the
confluence of Ivy Mountzin and Fox brooks is ownext and maintained as 3 nature
preserve by the Goshen Land Trust. Class A waters are considered suitable for drinking
water supply and bathing.

The West branch of the Bantam River sub-watesshed includes Dog Pond, Long Swamy,
Peat Swiump and the west branch itself. This is also mted Class A but is not used for &
drinking water supply, It is used for recreation purposes on Dog Pond, An easement an
the south end of loag swamp is help by the state for hunating and irapping purposes.

Shepaug River Watershod

The Shepaug River watershed covers 9400 acres. 1t is composed of the sub-watershed
rivers consisting of the Marshapaug River and the East branch of the Shepaug. Both are
used for City of Waterbury public water supply.

The Marshapaug River sysiem consists of West Side Pond, Tyler Lake, Woodridge Lake
and Sucker Brook. Bath Tyler Lake and Woodridge Lake have high population densities
and are intensively used for recreation. Some of the historical mill areas along the nver in
West Goshen have been presecved by the Goshen Land Trist through purcirase and
casement.

The East branich of the Shapaog River sub-watershed contains 3000 xcres. It consists of
Maobhawk Pond, Hart Pond and Bear Swamp. This river branch runs through heavily
forested londs frem its beadwaters io Mohawk State forest. This area is valued for its
recreational use and wildlife habitat,

W,
The West branch Naugatock River Watershed area consists of five sub-watershed
branches. These are Gunstoek Brook, Hall Meadow Brook, Jakes Brook, Whist Pond and
“Nickel Brook, The total area drained y this system is 7150 acres.

The Halt Meadow branch flows through the Northeast comer of town to Torrington as a
main feeder 10 the Niugatuck.. This watershed is comprised of 2100 rural acres of maostly
wouded sieeply sloped terrain with the exception of its flood plain, The DEP owns 246
acres in Goshen in the flood plain as part of the flood control system downstream and
Minetto State Park..

A potential high yield stratified drift aquifer lies within the flood plain. It has beer
considered as 3 possible source of supplying public water, The rural character of this
druinage area provides a divessity of wildlife.
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The other four sub-watersheds are integral to the Tomington Water Company public
water supply system, They encompass 3573 acres or S0% of the total watesshed. The
terrain in this drainage anea has steep siopes and severe soil linsitations, The major value
of this area remains 16 be the muntenance of water quality and tight recreational hiking.

The Holleabeck River Watershed

This deainige system is shill largety rural. It is composed of Bradford Brook, Ocain
Brook and several wetland arcas. The sysiem drains 2600 acres of mostly heavily wooded
landt with some scattered agricultural land. Wildeat swamp, which straddles the Goshen
Norfolk line, hus 80 acees in town und should be considered for futare uses as flood
control, recreation and water supply.

Soils

Goshen's soils overtie glacial till varying from a few inches over bedrock to thick
deposits of sand and gravel. Natural changes in the soil-plant ecosystem aré slow and
seldom seen naturally, Use of the land by people affects natural soil coaditions. This may
in tumn affect water quality in Jakes and streams: Houses, roads, cropland and sunitary
fagilities affect the condition of the soil by compaction, erosion and overtaxing the soil's

capability to absorb or modify wastes properly. Management procedure are available to
minimize adverse impacts on soils.

There are about 100 svil types found in Goshen. Locations of soil types have heen
magiped by the United States Department of Agriculture’s Soil Conservation Service and
<an be found in the Soil Susvey of Litchfield County, 1970, by USDA. Included in thig
pudlication, s informition on the Jlimitations of soil types for various land use along with
detailed descriptians of the soils. The physical, chemical and morphological properties of
s0il type determine its capabilities and capacities for use as home sites, septic fickds,
croplands, roads and other uses. State statutes allow this information to be used as a basis
for zoming, planning and enfarcement of Connecticut Inland Wetiand Act.

Goshen is approximately sevenly-three percent forested. The forest zones found in tawn
are the Northem Hardwoods Zone and the Transition Hardwoods Zone, Characteristic
specaes in the Northem Hardwood Zone are sugir maple, beech, yellow birch, white pine,
femlock, white ash and back cherry. The Transition Hardwood Zone's characiesistic
species are red oak, black oak, white oak, whits ash, black birch, sugar maple, pignut
hickory and basswood, Pioneer species found throaghout town in 61d agriculural arcas
are whtte pine, castem red cedar, gray birch and quaking aspen.

This resource is'useful for recreation, wildlife habitat and watershed protection, fuel
wood und fumber, Most of the forestland in Goshen is held as stae forest, parks; and by
water compames. Effective coordination of forest management is made difficult by the
great number of small parcels and by the limited technical assistance available from
government agenies. '

Forest Land of twenty-five stres or more is ¢ligible for reduced tax assessment
under Coanecticut Public Act 490. This program encourages land to be ket in forest.
No management plan is requiced in ordes to receive this assessment, but the public should
be encouraged o leamn more about caring for woodland. Poor loggng technigques may
<ause serious erosion and sedimentation problems and adversely affect water quality and
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future productivity of the forest resoarce of Goshen, Private consulting foresters and
State Foresters arc available 10 assist the public with developing management plans.

Environmentally Sensitive Arveas

There are many fragile resource areas in Goshen that contain one of more of the
resaurces previously meationed. These areas are the ridge tops, shallow depth to bedrock
ureas {exposed or shallow body), siream belts, and inland wettands.

The ridge top arcas are the summits and immedinie side slopes of the watershed
boundaries in town. These arcas arc extremely difficult to develop and are aesthetically
pleasing in their nateral state. The shallow depth o bedrock areas of Goshen are those
regions mapped on the soil survey as Hollis Souls and reck land. On-site septic systems
are difficult to establish on these arcas, aisd once stapped of vegetation, these arcas
quickly lose what soil they have to erosion, Reforestation is slow.

Stecam belts are naturad coridors wlong the water courses in town. The boundasics of
stream belts are delineated by soil types hased upon & system developed by the Soil
Conservation Service, USDA. Land use is regulated by soil’s potentials in order to
protect water quality. Inland Wettands are the poorly to very poor drained soils and
floadplain soils found in Goshen. These areas supply wildlife habitat and Aood water
storage, They also act as filiation areas for surface water. These arcas are nat suitable
for development
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Cominae Scrver okingwesch

Gooten Coater 1857

Scenic, Historic and Archacological Sites

- The West Goshen Creamery (1813)

- The Academy (1824)

- Old Town Hall (1895}

- Slzb Alley (Mill St.}

- All Cemeienies

- Okd St. Thomas Church (1876)
Congregationa! Church

- Clay beds (near Dog Pond)

- Dog Pond Sluiceway
North Goshen Methedist/Episcopal Church
Old General Store (West €
School House Newcomb Rd
School House Hinsdale Rd

- School House Beach S

- School House Route 4

- Laberty Pole on East Steet (1776)

- Methodist Church (1836)

- Center Noath Gostien Village

- Goshen Center

- Action Wildlife

cel

Qther Points of Interest

- Tipping Rock

- Pea1 Swamp

- Long Swamp Vista

- Swamp on Dog Pond
- Swamp on Tyler Lake

Jobn N Braohs
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Lucas Hill Vista
Long Swamp
Ivy Mountain
Narth Goshen
Route 4 East Street Narth Vista
Glacial Erratic on Gray Farm
Vista of Woodridge Lake from Milton Read (concealed by overgrowth)
Robens Hill Vista
Brass Mountain
Hart Pond and Wethads
Vista west of Route 63, sooth of rotary (concealed by brush)
Fairground
Bartholomew Hill Rd.

- Cunningham Asea Vista

There are numerous archacological sites in Goshen in the lake regions of town
and along the lasger streams and rivers.. These sites are nat listed for fear of vandalism
and exploitation. These archacclogical sites date back to calonial and pre-calonil
periods in the towa’s history,

3 3=0-8

Agricultural Resources.

The agricultural resonrce of Goshen are identified by two sets of entenia ‘The first
criteria is based on Jand use. Land being used for ny of the foflowing would be
considered as part of the resource:

Orchards

Nurseries

Vegetable Farms

Vineyards

Pastures

Farm Buildings and Facilities

Hay Frelds

Grain Crops

Pens, Corrals and Paddocks

Poultry Farms

Fish Farms
The second criteria is determined by sail types. The Soil Conservation Service, USDA,
has identifiesd cenain soil types that are well suited for the production of food and fiber.
The sotls are designated as the prime and important fammland soils of the USDA
classification units I, T and IT1, There are areas of these soils in Goshen that have not
been lost to uses that are mweompatible to use for farming. These arcas have been included
s part of the rosource.

Land arcas that fit either of the two critena abave is considered a5 part of the town’s
agricuiral base,

Agriculiural resburces are impartant for the production of food and fiber. Agricultural
lands are also extremely important for wildlife habitat, sesthetics und contribution 1o the
character of rural communities. Coanecticut depends heavily on tmportation of food from
ather states and countries. Locally prodoced food mainly consists of in season fruits and
vegetables.

12
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Description of Farmland Resources

Gaoslien containg approximately 5300 acres of land in its potentizl agticuliural base. This
Land has continued o shrink due 10 developmental pressures, It is the easiest land to
develop, A recent TV report in Octobes 2001, indicated that at the present rate of
conversion Lo other uses, Connecticut will have lost all significant agricultural land by
2002. Thesefore, it is the responsibility of the of today's eitizens to tiake the necessary
steps 10 preserve this resource for she future,

The agneultural resources of Goshen have been grouped into sixteén tacts, These are
identiftable an the agricultural land map in the appendix by letters A through Q. These
trsets feature significant contiguaus blocks of prime agricultoral land of about 200 prime
neees. This size block provides a viable base for future commercial fam operations.
Vegetable, mursery, orchand, or small scale fanm operntions are also visble in these ateas.

Teact F:

Tis tract is located between West St. and route 63 with active farmlands covering haif of
Classes I, 11 und [11 categories avatlable in the ares. There are large contigeoes areas of
these sail types grouped close 1o and within the existing active farmland. The State owns
the development rights to spproximately 85 acres of this land, Some land has been
subdivided nto housing lots dlong West St There are arcas within this tract that are still
warthy of considesation for preservation as a futore agricultsal resource.

Tract D:
This arca i5 Jocated along RL 63 adjacent to the LitchBeld 1own line. Roughly half of the
Class I, 1T & I soils within this area are presently wsed for agricsltural purposes. The
other half of the Class I, 11, & 1T soils in this area are 5o longer actively farmed or not yet
used, This area will be under pressure in the near future for uses other than agricultural,

Tract B:
This area 15 located along RT. 63, north of Tract D & south of Ru 4, containg two broad
bands of Class I, & [ soils running north to south, Some of this area has been
preserved via State ownership of the development nights. Some of the best soils lie within
Goshen center and have been lost to incompatible uses, A lurge section is utilized by the
Goshen Agricultural Society for the fairgrounds and parking.

Tract K:

This area 35 the largest agricultural track in Goshen and is located in the cassem side of
sown along East ST. North & East St. South. It contains large areas of the 1" three soil
classes throughout, The sail areas are not contiguous but in clise proximity to each other,
The state owns the development rights to 100 acres in this area. There is one active diiry
farm and & wildiife farm in this ared. A large portion of the property is under the umbrella
of the Tomingion Water Co, watesshesd lands.

Tract I:
Northwest of Tyler Lake and adjacent to the Comwall town line, the Class 1, 11 & 111 soils
i this tract are scattered. They are preseatly used for agriculture with two areas of about
300 scres total under protection
via state owned development rights. There is an equal amount of soils othér than Class 1,
11, & 1 being used for agricultre in this area,
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Tract J:

This site, located on Lucas Hill, covers an area of 300 deres - It consists of a lonyg narow
continuous steip of Class 1, 1T & [T soils that is readily sccessible and has been used for
agrioulsre. An adjscent arex, equal in Size consisting of other soil classes, has also been
used in farming.

Tract N:

Located in the Hall Mexdow seczion of town, this area contains apother narrow strip of
Chass 1, 1L, & 11 soils that is 1000 ft wide by 10,000 ft long, One guarter of this land has
been previously used for agriculture with the remainder within the confines of Mineta
State Park

Tract A:

Located in the southwess corner of town, three bands of Class 1, 1 & 11T soils are present
which coveran area of about 140 ucres, One half of these soils have boen used for
funmng along with adjacent soil classes

consisting of about 60 acres. This scction of town is somewhat isolnted from the rest of
Goshen.

Tract C:
This area, west of Beach St. & south of Woodridge Lake, has 207 acres protected by
‘State ownership of development rights, This encompasses the majority of the agricultural
Jand in this arca.

Tract L:

The urea west of East St, North and south of Nonth Pond is large, 2 1/3 miles long & ¥
mile wide. It consists of scattered pockets of the top three soil classes, 50 acres of which
were used for farming. 400 10 450 acres of other 50il types were praviously used for
farming, The Stae now owns a large part of this arca. The Tamington Water Co. water
shed land occupies % of this tract. A proposed golf course will pecupy must of the
remainger.

Tract P:

This site, located in the northwest corner of own along RT 63, has scattered pockets of
Class L 11 & 101 soils which have beet used for farming. Other pockets of soil types have
also bezn used in this area. Accessibility to these lands is limited.

Tract Q:

Located on East St. North adjacent to the Norfolk town lise, this area consains 3010 40
scres of the top three soil classes, Some of this land 18 under a conservation easement
from Natuse Conservancy that will allow continued use for farming,

Tract B:

West of Woodridge Lake along Milton Rd., this area containg abont 200 acres of the 1op
three soil Classes with about 30% used for agriculture. There are approximately 120 10
150 acres of other soil types that have

been used for agricultuce in this arcs. Acreage has been & will continue 10 be lost in this’
area due o residential development pressure.
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Tract G:
Straddiing School Hill Rel, this area hus succumbed to development pressure, There are ©
two conliguoas tracts that are in open space. The remaining avatlable agriculturnl land i
little or under ptilized,

Tract H:

Land in this area has beesy subdivided into residential units. What littde agricultural land
that 15 remaining is fragmented and not easily accessible. This area is a prime example of
land use boing driven by federn] and state tax codes, )

Tracts M & O:
These arcas have seattered pockets of Class 1, 1T & 11 soils and are small irs scale, The
hive not been farmed in decades and are located withen the Torringtan Water Co. lunds.

Action Proposals

The Conservation Commission has reviewed the resources in Goshen and is proud of the
many accomplishments since the last repart. Looking forward into the 21" century, we
feel that diligence in establishing, maintaining and presesving open space, clean water
and natural resources for generations to come i$ still a major prionty, The following are
recommendations for the town 10 accomplish this and move forward.

1. Funding of the Agricultural Land Preservation Fund

The ordinance for the establishment of an Agricultural Land Preservation Fund was
passed i 1986. Funding for the ordinance has been nanexistent. A modest sum of
$20,000 per year over the last 15 years would, today, provide cnough working capital to
o something pro-active by the Town or the Town in conjunction with the State in the
event of sgricultusal land being placed under developnsent pressure. We recommend that
-serious consideration should be given 1o funding for the presesvation fund 1o be included
in future budgets.

2, We recogmize that all open space has value. However, contiguous blocks of apen space
and agricultural Jand are most valuable. Contiguous blocks of open space allows for the
synergles 1o ke place which support a wider diversity of plant and animal Lifé.
Geographically close blocks of agricultural land provides the gase and economies
required for successful farming. Therefore, we recommend. thas where large tracts of
open space or agricultural lund presently exisl, strong consideration be given 10 extending
these types of land arcas that are adjacent ar abutting to existing areas when the
opportunity presems itself,

3. Open Space Use Policy:

The town of Goshen should establish and adopt a policy for the use of its open spaces.
Priority should be given to recreational uses that are safe and preserve the naturl
environment. ‘This means that special interest groups would take a back seat to wider
papulations who want to hike, expiore and Jearn about the patural environment, We
should resinet motorized vehicles to the places where erosion and noise pollution would
be minimal, Hunting weuld be by permit only. during set times and in speciftc arcas to
protect people and property from harm. Cooperation with State commissions should be
encouraged to bring those open spaces into similar use provisions and objectives. (or
forbid huntiog on Goshen land and restrict it on Staze land if the Siate insisis)
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4, Truil Network:

Hiking trails, access parking and roadways should be established and maintained, as town
resources dre available, Future cooperative efforts should be mude with othes
organizauons (State and Private) to conneet and expand open space in Goghen and create
n network of irails between open spaces. The Conservation Commission would continue
to encourage and expand the safe use of open space within the town through map making,
creation of signage, construction of trails and bridpes and régular maintenance programs.
Ongoing discussions between apen space holders will continue 10 encourage residents
and visitors 1 uso the spaces in crealive and safe ways.

5. Pratect Wetlands:

The Conservition Commission supports and encourages zoning and Health Department
efforts to restrict and control building and land uses on and near wetlands in Goshen.
Responsibie use of pesticides and fertilizers should be ged through education and
wide spread use limited whenever possible. This is especially true near our lakes and
sweams. Education on the effects of fertilizer on Jake eutrophication snd pesticides on
plant and animal life should be made available to all. Whese large scale applications are
involved, it is recommended that theze be i requirement for permits for uses approved by
the appropriate agency or gaverning bedy, Effarss (o dimat, prevent and stop runoff into
protecied wetlandy should be given high priority, The Conscrvation Commission should
further identifly and report to the town, areas and practices that potentially could damage:
wotlands and protecied watershods.

6. Septic Systems:

Since sewer avoidance has been the main theust for future development efforts, the
education of the praper building, repair and maintenance of septic systems within the
town should be & high prionity. Making literature and other resources available to
homeowners could belp keep septic systems healthy. The town Cleek might start of
program of reminders to homeowners to pump systems periodically similar to dog
licensing,

7. Dog Pond Dam:

The only lake in Gashen without an effective dam is Dog Pond. The current pile of
recks does not give any control (o water outflow of the lake. Summer low water levels
are creanng a hazard for swimmers at the town beach, limiting boat access on the Siate
ramp and encouraging weed growth in the lake. An cffective dam would give this bixly
of waler 2 stable water Jevel that would enhance recreational uses of the lake and make
other lake management options avaifable to Goshen. The survival and safe operation of
the town semmer camp and beachfront depends.on maintaining a safe water level
especially in dry summer months. Property owners on Dog Pond support the building of
i dam and Took to the twwn to ke the feadership of this effort. Finding a way 1o

-presesve this-valuable witer resource has o be a high pnority for Goshen.
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i1 Soi iicatio

For the reader who is unfamiliar with soil classifications, the following is  brief

definition of exch type:

Class I These soils have few limitations that restrict their use.

Class I:  These are soils have some limitations that reduce the choice of plants or
require moderate consesvation practices”

Class HI:  These soils have severe limitations that reduce the chotoe of plants, require
speoinl conservation practices; or both.

Class IV:  Soils that have very severe limitations that resteset the choice of plants,
require very careful management, or both,

Class V:* Soils that are subject to little or no erosion but have othee limiations,
imprzctical to remove, that limit their use largely to pastore, range,
woodland, wildlifé food & cover.

Class VI: Soals that have severe limitations that make them generally unspitable for
cultivation. Use is lacgely limited to pasture, range, woedland, or wildhfe
food & cover.

Class VIL Soils that have severe limitations that make them completely unsuitable for

cultivation. Use is himited to grazing, woodland, or wildlife.

Class VIII: Soils and Iandforms that have limitations that preclude their use for

commercial cultvation and restrict their use to recreation, wildlife, water

supply, or esthetic purposes.

As can be seen from the above definitions, 1118 important to maintiin the availability of
class 1, 11 & 1 soils for the present and future production of foed and fiber,
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